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Big Idea: 
Kids should start thinking about 
their interests that might help 

them determine a career.  

Teacher Tip: This lesson will focus on the idea that kids can 
start to think about their interests early and what careers 
their interests might lead them to. It also focuses on the fact 
that different careers require different levels of education 
and get paid at different rates. There is a lot to think about 
when choosing a career. 
This lesson has three vocabulary terms for students to 
focus on. These terms are supply, demand, and career. 
These terms will help students to understand why a career 
may make more or less money, and why a career requires 
more or less education. Defining career will be helpful for 
students. 
The adapted lessons include a memory game with different 
careers and the skills/education requirements. And a chart 
to cut and paste careers students are interested in and not 
interested in to start to think about their future. 



Middle School World History
Lesson 1

Virginia’s Dream
Level A
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Virginia is asleep at her desk. A 

big storm comes, and she and her 

pet bunny go outside to see it. 

They are struck by lightning! 
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After getting struck by lightning, Snowball, 

the bunny, can talk! Virginia falls asleep and 

dreams of many different careers. When 

Virginia wakes up, Snowball can still talk. She 

tells him in her dream one career was 

boring and one was exciting. 
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Lightning Bolt appears to tell Virginia what is 

happening. He explains that her dream 

showed two career paths for her future and 

she must choose one. She will have to think 

carefully and work hard to find the right 

career. 
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Lightning Bolt explains that as humans 

evolved they began to specialize in 

different careers. Sometimes a skill can 

be passed down to family members. 
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Virginia lists many things she likes to do and 

Lightning Bolt explains there are jobs that 

match the things she likes. She says she 

would love to test video games, but it doesn’t 

make much money. 

Level A



She could also be an archeologist. Archeologists 

make more money because it takes more skill. You 

may have to got to college for this job. It is 

important to start thinking about paying for 

college early. It is also important to remember 

more education and more skills, equals higher 

salary.
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Supply Demand

Supply is how much or how little of a good or 
service is available.

Demand is how much or how little people 

want or need that good or service.
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Career

A period of time spent at a job or profession.

Level a



General Contractor

Plans and manages a 
construction project.

Avg. Salary-$64,000
Education-
Professional 
Certificate Cardiologist

Diagnoses, manages 
and treats disorders 
of circulatory or 
cardiovascular 
system such as heart, 
veins and arteries.
Avg. Salary- $217,000
Education- Doctor of 
Medicine

Firefighter

Extinguishes and 
controls fires.

Avg. Salary- $45,000

Education-
Professional
Certificate Hairdresser

Styles hair and 
applies aesthetic 
treatments per 
customer requests.

Avg. Salary- $30,000
Education-
Professional 
Certificate

Police Officer

Patrols 
neighborhoods to 
prevent and stop 
crimes and threats to 
safety.
Avg. salary- $50,000
Education-
Professional
Certificate Mail Carrier

Delivers mail and 
parcels to residences 
and businesses.

Avg. Salary- $40,000

Education- High 
School

School Principal

Oversees school 
administration, 
curriculum, 
programs, services, 
and resources.

Avg. Salary-$80,000
Education- Master’s 
Degree Scientist

Conducts research, 
analysis, synthesis, 
and experimentation 
on substances.

Avg. Salary- $52,000

Education- Bachelor’s 
degree

Print on cardstock. Cut out and play memory, matching the career with the 
required skills/education.



NBA Player

Fun Fact: About 
three out of 10,000 
high school 
basketball players 
will be drafted into 
the NBA.
Avg. Salary $5.15 
million
Education-High 
School Teacher

Evaluates students 
and communicates 
progress with 
parents, guardians, 
and administrators.
Avg. Salary- $42,000
Education- Bachelor’s 
Degree

Waiter

Takes food and 
beverage orders from 
customers.
Avg. Salary- $20,000
Education- No 
requirements

Chef

Manages kitchen 
operation including 
food purchases and 
preparation, record 
keeping, quality 
standards.
Avg. Salary- $40,000
Education- No 
Requirements

Print on cardstock. Cut out and play memory, matching the career with the 
required skills/education.



Cut out the careers below and glue them to the T-chart under interested or not interested. This 
will help you start to narrow down careers you might what to look at!

Interested                                                                                    Not Interested      



General Contractor Cardiologist NBA Player

Firefighter Hairdresser Teacher

Police Officer Mail Carrier Waiter

School Principal Scientist Chef

Now that you know a little about the careers cut them out and paste them under interested or not 
interested. Feel free to find pictures not listed!
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Level 8 Lesson 1
Virginia’s Dream

Level B
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Virginia is asleep at her desk. A big 

storm comes. She goes outside with her 

bunny and is struck by lightning! 
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Snowball the bunny can now talk! Virginia 

falls asleep and dreams of two jobs. When 

Virginia wakes up, she tells Snowball that in 

her dream one career was boring and one 

was exciting. 
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Lightning Bolt appears to tell Virginia what is 

happening. He tells her that her dream 

showed two career paths for her future and 

she must choose one. She has to think hard 

about which career is best for her. 
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Lightning Bolt explains over time humans 

picked lots of different jobs. Sometimes 

a skill is even passed down to family 

members. 
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Lightning Bolt explains there are jobs that 

match the things she likes to do. Virginia 

says she would love to test video games, but 

it doesn’t make much money. 

Level b



She could also be an archeologist. 

Archeologists make more money because it 

takes more skill. You may have to got to 

college for this job. It is also important to 

remember more education, and more skills, 

equals higher salary.
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Supply Demand

Supply is how much or how little of a good or 
service. Is available.

Demand is how much or how little people 

want or need that good or service.
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Career

A period of time spent at a job or profession.
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General Contractor

Plans and manages a 
construction project.

Avg. Salary-$64,000
Education-
Professional 
Certificate

Cardiologist

A doctor for systems 
such as heart, veins 
and arteries.
Avg. Salary- $217,000
Education- Doctor of 
Medicine

Firefighter

Extinguishes and 
controls fires.

Avg. Salary- $45,000

Education-
Professional
Certificate

Hairdresser

Styles hair and other 
grooming 
treatments.

Avg. Salary- $30,000
Education-
Professional 
Certificate

Police Officer

Patrols 
neighborhoods to 
prevent and stop 
crimes.
Avg. salary- $50,000
Education-
Professional
Certificate

Mail Carrier

Delivers mail to 
residences and 
businesses.

Avg. Salary- $40,000

Education- High 
School

School Principal

Oversees school 
administration, 
curriculum, 
programs, services, 
and resources.

Avg. Salary-$80,000
Education- Master’s 
Degree Scientist

Conducts research, 
on substances.

Avg. Salary- $52,000

Education- Bachelor’s 
degree

Print on cardstock. Cut out and play memory, matching the career with the required 
skills/education.
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NBA Player

About three out of 
10,000 high school 
basketball players 
will be drafted into 
the NBA.
Avg. Salary $5.15 
million
Education-High 
School Teacher

Evaluates students 
and communicates 
progress with 
parents, guardians, 
and administrators.
Avg. Salary- $42,000
Education- Bachelor’s 
Degree

Waiter

Takes food and 
beverage orders from 
customers.
Avg. Salary- $20,000
Education- No 
requirements

Chef

Manages kitchen 
operation including 
food purchases and 
preparation, record 
keeping, quality 
standards.
Avg. Salary- $40,000
Education- No 
Requirements

Print on cardstock. Cut out and play memory, matching the career with the required 
skills/education.
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Cut out the careers below and glue them to the T-chart under interested or not interested. This 
will help you start to narrow down careers you might what to look at!

Interested  Not Interested
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General Contractor Cardiologist NBA Player

Firefighter Hairdresser Teacher

Police Officer Mail Carrier Waiter

School Principal Scientist Chef

Now that you know a little about the careers cut them out and paste them under interested or not 
interested. Feel free to find pictures not listed!
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Level 8, Lesson 1
Virginia’s Dream

Level C
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Virginia sees a  big storm coming. 

She goes outside and is struck by 

lightning! 
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Virginia falls asleep and dreams of two 

jobs. When Virginia wakes up she says 

that in her dream one job was boring and 

one was fun. 
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Lightning Bolt comes to tell her what 

is happening. Her dreams show two 

jobs she could pick. She has to think 

hard about which job she would like.
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Lightning Bolt says there are lots 

of jobs. Sometimes a skill is even 

passed down to family members. 
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Virginia can pick a job that is something she 

likes to do. Virginia says she would love to 

test video games, but it doesn’t make much 

money. 

Level c



She could also be an archeologist. You 

may have to got to college for this job. 

The more skill a job needs the more 

money you will make. 
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Supply Demand

Supply is how much or how little of a good or 
service is available.

Demand is how much or how little people 

want or need that good or service.
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Career

A period of time spent at a job or profession.
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General Contractor

Construction

Avg. Salary-$64,000

Education-
Professional 
Certificate

Cardiologist

Doctor for the heart

Avg. Salary- $217,000

Education- Doctor of 
Medicine

Firefighter

Extinguishes and 
controls fires.

Avg. Salary- $45,000

Education-
Professional
Certificate

Hairdresser

Styles hair

Avg. Salary- $30,000

Education-
Professional 
Certificate

Police Officer

Stops crimes

Avg. salary- $50,000

Education-
Professional
Certificate

Mail Carrier

Delivers mail

Avg. Salary- $40,000

Education- High 
School

School Principal

Oversees schools

Avg. Salary-$80,000

Education- Master’s 
Degree

Scientist

Conducts researc

Avg. Salary- $52,000

Education- Bachelor’s 
degree

Print on cardstock. Cut out and play memory, matching the career with the required 
skills/education.
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NBA Player

Plays basketball

Avg. Salary $5.15 
million

Education-High 
School

Teacher

Teaches children

Avg. Salary- $42,000

Education- Bachelor’s 
Degree

Waiter

Takes food orders

Avg. Salary- $20,000

Education- No 
requirements

Chef

Manages the kitchen 

Avg. Salary- $40,000

Education- No 
Requirements

Print on cardstock. Cut out and play memory, matching the career with the required 
skills/education.
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Cut out the careers below and glue them to the T-chart under interested or not interested. This 
will help you start to narrow down careers you might what to look at!

Interested Not Interested
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Interested
Not 

Interested
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General Contractor Cardiologist NBA Player

Firefighter Hairdresser Teacher

Police Officer Mail Carrier Waiter

School Principal Scientist Chef

Now that you know a little about the careers cut them out and paste them under interested or not 
interested. Feel free to find pictures not listed!
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